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Introduction

Culross 1s a charming village 1n Fife,
Scotland, on the north shore of the Firth
of Forth. Its 395 residents enjoy a relaxed
life. With 1ts cobbled streets, historic
buildings, and stunning coastal views,
Culross offers visitors a glimpse 1nto
Scotland’s rich past.

Known for 1ts picturesque beauty and
well-preserved medieval architecture,
Culross 1s a beautiful destination for
history, literature, movie butts, architecture
enthusiasts, and anyone seeking a serene
escape.

Historical Significance

Culross dates back to the 6th century and
1s said to have been founded by Saint Serf.
The story goes that the English Princess
Teneu became pregnant out of wedlock.
Her father, the King of Lothian, was so
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angry that he threw her off a cliff. She
survived the fall, popped to the surface,
and was met by a crewless boat. Knowing
she had no home to return to, Teneu got in
the boat and sailed across the Firth of
Forth, landing at Culross. She was cared
for by (Saint) Serf, and he became the
foster father of her son. (Saint) Teneu’s

son was named (Saint) Mungo or
Kentigern. He died in 612.

Culross was a center for coal mining 1n the
16th and 17th centuries. In 1575, Sir
George Bruce of Carnock established
Culross and dug the world’s first coal mine
to extend under the sea. He designed a
method to drain the constant leakage 1n the
tunnels and provide a safe environment for
the workers.
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Unfortunately, the mine was destroyed
by a storm 1n 1625. Sir George’s family
monument stands 1n the north transept
of the Abby church. He also built the
“Palace” of Culross and 1ts beautitul
gardens.

Culross’ secondary industry was salt
panning. The processed salt was shipped
from here to the Netherlands and then by
land to other parts of Europe. Notice the
red roof tiles around town? Sailors loaded
these tiles on the returning and empty
“salt” ships and used them as ballasts.

By the 18th century, the town had declined
to nothing more than a “ghost town.” The
harbor was filled 1n, and the coastal
railway cut off the sea.
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Today, Culross has well-preserved
buildings, making 1t one of Scotland’s
most historically significant villages. It 1s
often used as a filming location for period
dramas, including the popular TV series
Outlander.

Top Attractions

Culross Palace

This 16th-century merchant’s house 1s
the crown jewel of Culross. The Palace,
painted 1n a distinctive yellow, features
beautifully restored interiors with period
furnishings. The adjacent gardens are a
delightful mix of herbs, vegetables, and
flowers, maintained as they would have
been 1n the 17th century.

Culross Abbey

Founded 1n 1217, Culross Abbey 1s a
partially ruined former Cistercian
monastery. The Abbey church 1s still in
use and offers a peaceful atmosphere for
reflection. The ruins and the
well-maintained graveyard provide a
fascinating insight into medieval monastic

life.
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Townhouse and Mercat Cross

The Townhouse, built in 1626, served as
the administrative center of Culross. It
now houses a small museum and
exhibition space. The nearby Mercat Cross
1s a traditional Scottish market cross,
symbolizing the village’s historical right to
hold markets.

The Study

A quaint little house with a fascinating
history, The Study 1s believed to have been
the residence of the 17th-century bishop
Leighton. The interior 1s adorned with
wood paneling and intricate carvings,
offering a unique glimpse into 17thcentury
domestic life.
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Conclusion

Culross 1s a beautifully preserved slice of
Scottish history, offering visitors an
enchanting journey back 1in time. Whether
wandering through its ancient streets,
exploring historical buildings, or enjoying
the coastal views, Culross promises a
memorable and enriching experience.
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