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Nürnberg or Nuremberg  
The German spelling is Nürnberg, and the um-
laut ü is pronounced like when you smell some-
thing nasty.  In English, we spell it and pro-
nounce it Nuremberg.  It’s the same place with 
different names depending on the language 
used.  

Nuremberg, nestled in the heart of Bavaria, has 
a long history, lots of charm, and regional tra-
dition.  It is famous for its medieval city status, 
its Nazi connection, and its architecture.  But 
perhaps it is most famous for its Christmas cel-
ebration, which offers visitors a magical blend 
of the past and present: the Christkindlesmarkt, 
one of the world’s oldest and most enchanting 
Christmas markets.  



Getting to Nuremberg

Nuremberg is well-connected and easily acces-
sible:

By Air: The Nuremberg Airport (NUE) con-
nects the city to major European cities and be-
yond.  It’s just 15 minutes from the city center 
by subway (U-Bahn).



By Train: Nuremberg’s Hauptbahnhof (Main 
Station) is a central hub, linking the city to Ger-
many’s high-speed ICE network.  It’s just an 
hour from Munich and a few hours from Ber-
lin, Frankfurt, or Vienna.

By Car: Located at the crossroads of major 
highways, Nuremberg is easy to reach by road, 
though parking in the city center can be limit-
ed.

Exploring Nuremberg: Historical and Cultur-
al Landmarks

Nuremberg Castle
Perched on the hill north of the Market Square, 
the Kaiserburg (Imperial Castle) is a must-visit.  
The castle and grounds offer breathtaking views 
of the Old Town.  

Old Town (Altstadt)
Nuremberg’s Old Town is a storybook destina-
tion divided by the Pegnitz River.  Wander cob-
blestone streets lined with half-timbered hous-
es, medieval towers, and quaint shops.  Don’t 
miss the charming Weißgerbergasse, famous 
for its colorful historic homes.

Church of Our Lady (Frauenkirche)
This stunning Gothic church overlooks the 
Hauptmarkt and is a focal point during the 
Christmas market.  Its Männleinlaufen, a clock-
work display reenacting the 1356 Golden Bull 
proclamation, is a daily delight at noon.



Albrecht Dürer’s House
The 16th-century home of the Renaissance art-
ist offers insight into his life and work.  The 
museum features original tools, replicas of his 
masterpieces, and guided tours led by a cos-
tumed interpreter.

Nuremberg Documentation Center and Nazi 
Rally Grounds
For history enthusiasts, the Documentation 
Center provides a sobering look into the city’s 
Nazi-era history.  The rally grounds are a stark 
reminder of the past and an important site for 
reflection.

Toy Museum
Celebrate Nuremberg’s legacy as a toy-mak-
ing hub at the Spielzeugmuseum.  This fami-
ly-friendly museum showcases toys from cen-
turies past, including dolls, model trains, and 
teddy bears.

St. Lawrence Church (St. Lorenzkirche)
This impressive Gothic church is home to stun-
ning stained glass windows, sculptures, and the 
striking Annunciation by Veit Stoss.

Tiergärtnertorplatz
Charming medieval buildings surround this 
picturesque square near the castle and offer an 
authentic Old Town ambiance.  Enjoy a coffee 
at a café while taking in the view.



The Christkindlesmarkt: 
The Nuremberg Christkindlesmarkt, from the 
first Friday of Advent to December 24, is the 
centerpiece of the city’s holiday festivities.  Held 
in the Hauptmarkt, the market dates back to at 
least the 16th century and draws visitors from 
around the globe.  With its iconic red-and-
white striped stalls, the Christkindlesmarkt is 
a sensory delight of twinkling lights, seasonal 
aromas, and joyful music.

Opening Ceremony
The market opens with a magical ceremony fea-
turing the Christkind, a young woman chosen 
to represent the Christmas Angel.  Dressed in 
a gold and white robe with a crown, she deliv-
ers a poetic prologue from the balcony of the 
Frauenkirche, officially inaugurating the festivi-
ties.

What to Explore at the Market

Handcrafted Gifts:
Find unique ornaments, nutcrackers, candles, 
and traditional German toys.
Look out for the Zwetschgenmännle, whimsical 
figures crafted from dried prunes and nuts.

Local Food and Drinks:
Nürnberger Rostbratwurst: Savor these small 
sausages served in a bun with mustard or 
alongside sauerkraut.



Glühwein: Warm up with spiced mulled wine 
in reusable souvenir mugs.

Lebkuchen: Nuremberg’s famous gingerbread, 
flavored with honey, nuts, and spices, makes a 
perfect gift.

Kinderweihnacht (Children’s Market):
A separate area for kids features a carousel, a 
Ferris wheel, and a chance to bake cookies or 
make candles.

Sternenhaus:
This cultural hub offers puppet shows, storytell-
ing sessions, and concerts for families.

Nearby Markets
Nuremberg’s festive spirit extends beyond the 
Hauptmarkt. 
Visit:
Handwerkerhof (Craftsmen’s Courtyard): This 
market showcases traditional crafts and work-
shops.  It is located near the city gate and train 
station.

International Christmas Market: Discover glob-
al holiday traditions with stalls representing 
countries like Italy, Poland, and Finland.

Dining in Nuremberg
Nuremberg’s culinary scene offers something 
for everyone.  Traditional Franconian cuisine is 
hearty and satisfying, with highlights including:



Schäufele: Roasted pork shoulder with crispy 
crackling, served with dumplings and gravy.
Fränkischer Sauerbraten: A delicious marinated 
pot roast with a tangy flavor.

Rotbier: Enjoy a local red beer with a malty 
taste, perfect for pairing with festive dishes.

For fine dining, try Essigbrätlein, a Miche-
lin-starred restaurant specializing in innovative 
Franconian fare.  (David can’t vouch for this 
place because it is always crowded.  Usually, no 
reservations are available, and it is costly).

Shopping in Nuremberg
In addition to the Christmas market, Nurem-
berg boasts excellent shopping options.  Ex-
plore Karolinenstraße and Breite Gasse for 
fashion and department stores, or visit local 
boutiques for unique gifts and souvenirs.

Winter Activities in Nuremberg
Ice Skating:
Glide across the rink at the Luitpoldhain or en-
joy a romantic skate under twinkling lights.

Museum Visits:
Warm up indoors at one of Nuremberg’s muse-
ums, like the Germanisches National Museum, 
showcasing artifacts from Germany’s cultural 
history.

Festive Concerts:
Attend a classical concert or Christmas perfor-



mance in one of Nuremberg’s historic churches 
or theaters.

Day Trips:
Bamberg: A UNESCO World Heritage town 
with charming canals and a picturesque Old 
Town.

Rothenburg ob der Tauber: Famous for its pre-
served medieval architecture and year-round 
Christmas shop, Käthe Wohlfahrt.

Tips for Visiting Nuremberg and the Christ-
kindlesmarkt

Plan Ahead:
Book accommodations early, as the holiday 
season is a peak time for tourism.

Visit Early or Late:
The market is less crowded in the morning or 
late evening, offering a more relaxed experi-
ence.

Dress Warmly:
Temperatures can dip below freezing, so bundle 
up with layers, gloves, and a hat.

Bring Cash:
While many stalls accept cards, having euros 
cash is convenient for smaller purchases.

Eco-Friendly Practices:
The Christkindlesmarkt promotes sustainabili-



ty.  Use reusable mugs and bags, and recycle re-
sponsibly.

AI- Conclusion
Nuremberg offers a blend of history, cul-
ture, and festive joy that is unparalleled. 
From exploring medieval landmarks to im-
mersing yourself in the magic of the Christ-
kindlesmarkt, this Bavarian city is an ideal hol-
iday destination. Whether you’re admiring the 
castle’s grandeur, savoring a hot cup of Glüh-
wein, or finding the perfect gift at a Christmas 
stall, Nuremberg is sure to leave you with cher-
ished memories of the holiday season.

Plan your trip, embrace the festive spirit, and 
let Nuremberg enchant you this winter!
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