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Prague, the capital of the Czech Republic, is 
one of Europe’s most beautiful cities.  Located 
on the Mouldau or Valta River, its grandeur and 
Hapsburg charm are unrivaled.   Prague trans-
forms into a winter wonderland during the hol-
iday season, with its iconic Christmas markets 
adding a magical touch to an already pictur-
esque destination.  

This guide will help you explore the city’s his-
tory and holiday cheer, focusing on Christmas 
markets and seasonal delights.



Getting to Prague
Prague is well-connected and easy to access:

By Air: Václav Havel Airport Prague (PRG) of-
fers flights from major cities worldwide.  The 
airport is 30 minutes from the city center by 
taxi, bus, or the Airport Express shuttle.

By Train: Prague’s Main Station (Hlavní 
Nádraží) links the city to European capitals like 
Vienna, Berlin, and Budapest via an efficient 
rail network.

By Car or Bus: Highways and international bus 
services make road travel to Prague convenient, 
though parking in the city center can be limit-
ed.

Exploring Prague: Historical and Cultural 
Landmarks

Prague Castle
Start your adventure at Prague Castle, the 
largest ancient castle complex in the world.  
Perched on a hill overlooking the city, the castle 
includes landmarks such as St. Vitus Cathedral, 
Old Royal Palace, and the charming Golden 
Lane, a row of colorful medieval houses.

Charles Bridge
A stroll along the Charles Bridge, lined with ba-
roque statues and offering stunning views of 
the Vltava River, is a quintessential Prague ex-
perience.  Visit early morning or late evening to 



avoid crowds and soak in the serene beauty.

Old Town Square (Staroměstské náměstí)
The Old Town Square is the heart of Prague 
and the focal point of its Christmas festivities.  
Marvel at the Astronomical Clock on the Old 
Town Hall, one of the oldest operating clocks in 
the world, and enjoy the lively atmosphere sur-
rounded by Gothic and baroque architecture.

Jewish Quarter (Josefov)
Delve into Prague’s Jewish heritage by visit-
ing synagogues, the Jewish Museum, and the 
hauntingly beautiful Old Jewish Cemetery, dat-
ing back to the 15th century.

Wenceslas Square
Wenceslas Square is a vibrant hub for shopping 
and dining, a mix of historical and modern 
Prague.  It hosts a smaller Christmas market 
with a cozy atmosphere during the holidays.

Petrin Hill and Tower
Escape the bustle with a visit to Petrin Hill, 
where you can climb the Petrin Tower, a small-
er version of the Eiffel Tower, for panoramic 
views of Prague’s red rooftops.

Prague’s Christmas Markets: A Festive Won-
derland
The Christmas markets in Prague are renowned 
for their beauty, charm, and festive cheer.  The 
markets are open from the last weekend in  No-
vember to the first weekend in January.  These 
markets bring the city to life with twinkling 



lights, traditional crafts, and seasonal delica-
cies.

Old Town Square Christmas Market
The centerpiece of Prague’s holiday season 
is the market in Old Town Square, which is 
ranked among the best in Europe.  Towering 
above the market is a magnificent Christmas 
tree adorned with dazzling lights.  Each eve-
ning, a magical tree-lighting ceremony draws 
visitors of all ages.

Wenceslas Square Christmas Market
Located a short walk from Old Town Square, 
this market is smaller but equally festive.  It’s 
a great spot to shop for unique gifts, includ-
ing handcrafted jewelry, glass ornaments, and 
wooden toys.

Smaller Markets
Náměstí Míru: A local favorite with an intimate 
feel, located in front of the Church of St. Lud-
mila.

Prague Castle Market: Perfect for combining 
holiday shopping with a visit to the castle, of-
fering artisanal products and incredible views.



What to See and Do at the Christmas Markets

Shop for Handcrafted Treasures
Prague’s Christmas markets are a treasure trove 
of unique gifts:

Traditional Czech glass and crystal ornaments.

Hand-carved wooden nativity scenes and toys.

Woolen scarves, mittens, and hats made by lo-
cal artisans.

Savor Seasonal Treats
Czech holiday cuisine is a highlight of the mar-
kets.  Don’t miss:

Trdelník: A sweet chimney cake coated in sugar 
and cinnamon, often filled with chocolate or ice 
cream.

Vanocka: A braided Christmas bread made 
with raisins and almonds.

Klobása: Grilled sausages served with mustard 
and fresh bread.

Medovina: Warm honey wine, perfect for ward-
ing off the winter chill.

Svařák: Mulled wine infused with spices, a mar-
ket staple.



Experience Cultural Performances
Enjoy live performances by choirs, folk bands, 
and dance troupes.  Many markets feature tra-
ditional Czech Christmas carols and festive 
shows, creating a joyful atmosphere.

Family-Friendly Fun
Children will love the animal petting zoo and 
pony rides at Old Town Square.  Workshops 
where kids can make ornaments or bake gin-
gerbread cookies are also popular.

Dining in Prague
Prague’s culinary scene is rich in flavors and 
traditions.  Beyond the market stalls, try these 
classic Czech dishes:

Svíčková: Beef in a creamy vegetable sauce 
served with dumplings.

Guláš: A hearty stew of meat and vegetables, of-
ten paired with bread dumplings.

Vepřo knedlo zelo: Roast pork with sauerkraut 
and dumplings.

Pair your meal with a glass of Czech beer, often 
regarded as the best in the world.  

Indulge in koláče, sweet pastries filled with jam 
or poppy seeds for dessert.



Shopping in Prague
Prague is a shopper’s paradise, offering every-
thing from luxury boutiques to unique souve-
nirs:

Pařížská Street: For high-end brands and de-
signer shops.

Havelské tržiště: A historic market selling 
handmade crafts and fresh produce.

Czech Crystal Shops: Look for Bohemian crys-
tal and glassware, which are a specialty of the 
region.

Winter Activities in Prague
Ice Skating:
Rinks pop up throughout the city during win-
ter.  Popular locations include Ovocný trh and 
Letná Park.

River Cruises:
Take a cozy evening cruise along the Vltava 
River to see Prague’s landmarks illuminated 
against the winter sky.

Classical Concerts:
Prague is a city of music.  Attend a Christmas 
concert in historic venues like Rudolfinum or 
Municipal House.



Day Trips:

Kutná Hora: Visit the famous Sedlec Ossuary, 
the Bone Church, just an hour from Prague.

Karlštejn Castle: A short train ride away, this 
Gothic fortress is stunning in winter.

Tips for Visiting Prague and the Christmas 
Markets

Plan Ahead:
Book accommodations and tours early, espe-
cially if visiting during peak holiday dates.

Explore on Foot:
Prague’s compact city center is best discovered 
by walking, though trams and the metro are ex-
cellent for longer distances.

Dress Warmly:
Winter temperatures can be freezing, so pack 
layers, a good coat, and waterproof footwear.

Exchange Currency Wisely:
Use official exchange offices or ATMs for the 
best rates.  The Czech Republic uses the koruna 
(CZK), not the euro.

Be Eco-Friendly:
Bring a reusable cup for svařák and a tote bag 
for shopping.  Many markets encourage sus-
tainable practices.



Conclusion
With its timeless beauty and festive charm, 
Prague is a dream destination during the holi-
day season.  Whether you’re admiring the city’s 
Gothic spires dusted with snow or enjoying the 
warmth of a mulled wine, Prague offers an un-
forgettable winter experience.

A visit to the City of a Hundred Spires will 
surely put a smile on your face and some 
Christmas cheer in your soul this Christmas 
season.
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